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UN launches into World Space Week highlighting
contributions of space science to humanity

A NASA satellite image shows a vast alluvial fan blossoming across the landscape between the
Kunlun and Altun mountain ranges that form the southern border of the Taklamakan Desert in
China. Credit: USGS/NASA

4 October 2012 — The United Nations launched into World Space Week today, with the
presentation of a navigation satellite model, donated by Russia, for display at the world body’s
offices in Vienna, while also highlighting the contribution space science and technology has
made to human development.



“Effective satellite navigation benefits users worldwide. While many of us are familiar with
satellite navigation systems for cars, this is just one of the many applications of this technology,”
said the Director-General of the UN Office at Vienna (UNOV), Yury Fedotov, at the presentation
of the satellite model.

“Satellite navigation-related technology supports many civil, scientific and commercial
functions,” he added. “It is widely used in the areas of telecommunications, transportation,
meteorology and disaster forecasting.”
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Thanking Russia’s Permanent Representative to the United Nations in Vienna, Ambassador
Vladimir Voronkov, and along with Anatoly Shilov, the Deputy Head of the Russian Federal
Space Agency — known as Roscosmos — Mr. Fedotov unveiled the Global Navigation Satellite
System (GLONASS) satellite model at the permanent Space Exhibit of the UN Vienna
International Centre, in Austria.

Director-General of the UN Office at Vienna Yury Fedotov

(right) points to the navigation satellite model donated by
Russia. UN Photo

The donation of the satellite came on the first day of World
Space Week, the largest annual space event in the world.
Observed during the week of 4-10 October, the General
Assembly proclaimed World Space Week in 1999, to
celebrate the contributions of space science and technology to the betterment of the human
condition.

The dates recall the launch, on 4 October 1957, of the first artificial satellite, Sputnik I, and the
entry into force, on 10 October 1967, of the Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of
States in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space including the Moon and Other Celestial
Bodies.

“This Week has become a world-wide celebration of science and technology, and their
contribution to the betterment of the human condition,” said the Director of the UN Office for
Outer Space Affairs (UNOOSA), Mazlan Othman.

“UNOOSA, together with its partners,” she added, “has been working to bring the benefits of
space to Earth, to make the seemingly remote and abstract world of outer space of concrete use
to people worldwide.”
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In a message for the Week, the UNOOSA chief said that coupled with advances made in other
fields of science and technology, space science and technology and their applications offer a wide
range of specific tools and solutions that can enable and support States in overcoming obstacles
to sustainable development.

“To be able to benefit from all aspects of science and technology, space science and technology
represent a vital component and thus it is very important to have a well-planned space and
educational programme tailored to meet the requirements according to the resources available,”
she said.

UNOOSA, together with the International Astronomical Union, is organizing a capacity-building
workshop on astronomy for secondary teachers in Ethiopia, in cooperation with the Ethiopian
Space Science Society, which will be held in the African country’s capital, Addis Ababa, next
week. A similar workshop was held in 2011 in Bangladesh.

The aim of the workshops is to enhance capacity of secondary school teachers in their teaching
of basic and modern astronomy and introducing it to the school curricula. The workshops cover
basic and modern astronomy, including hands-on sessions with access to the telescope.

“UNOOSA supports countries in their actions and programmes aimed at attracting young people
to this field by making them aware of the importance of space science, technology and
applications and, in doing so, inspire the future generations to pursue careers in science,
technology, engineering and mathematics,” Ms. Othman said.

In addition to the GLONASS satellite model on show at the permanent Space Exhibit in Vienna,
UNOOSA is displaying, during World Space Week, a series of images taken by a fleet of Earth-
observing satellites that form part of the so-called Landsat programme, which celebrates its 40th
anniversary this year.

Landsat monitors changes caused by natural processes and human practices, for example marine
algal blooms and desertification, and is managed jointly by the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration (NASA) and the US Geological Survey.
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