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FAITH AND SCIENCE ARE FRIENDS, SAYS POPE

Notes St. Albert's Contribution to Philosophy

VATICAN CITY, MARCH 24, 2010 (Zenit.org).- There is no opposition between faith and 

science, says Benedict XVI, who proposed the example of St. Albert the Great to illustrate 

this truth.

The Pope considered this 13th century saint today during the general audience in St. Peter's 

Square. "He still has much to teach us," the Pontiff said of him.

"St. Albert shows that between faith and science there is no opposition, notwithstanding 

some episodes of misunderstanding recorded in history," Benedict XVI proposed. "[...] St. 

Albert the Great reminds us that between science and faith there is friendship, and that the 

men of science can undertake, through their vocation to the study of nature, a genuine and 

fascinating journey of sanctity."

The Holy Father noted how Albert effected a cultural shift by accepting and evaluating the 

thought and works of Aristotle.

"St. Albert the Great opened the door for the complete reception of the philosophy of 

Aristotle in Medieval philosophy and theology, a reception elaborated later in a definitive 

way by St. Thomas," he explained. "This reception of a philosophy, let us say, pagan and 

pre-Christian was an authentic cultural revolution for that time. And yet, many Christian 

thinkers feared Aristotle's philosophy, non-Christian philosophy, above all because, 

presented by its Arab commentators, it was interpreted in a way of appearing, at least in 

some points, as altogether irreconcilable with the Christian faith."

A father of philosophy
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This situation, the Pope noted, presented a dilemma that Albert would address: Are faith 

and reason in opposition to one another or not?

 

The Pontiff explained that here "is one of the great merits of St. Albert: with scientific rigor 

he studied the works of Aristotle, convinced that everything that is rational is compatible 

with the faith revealed in sacred Scriptures. In other words, St. Albert the Great, thus 

contributed to the formation of an autonomous philosophy, different from theology and 

united to it only by the unity of the truth."

The Holy Father concluded by inviting the faithful to pray that God will continue to send his 

Church men and women like St. Albert, "learned, pious and wise theologians."

And he added: "May he help each one of us to make our own the 'formula of sanctity' that 

he followed in his life: 'To want everything that I want for the glory of God, to wish and do 

everything only and always for his glory.'"

--- --- ---
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