
Obama Sets Afternoon Meeting With Pope

VATICAN CITY, JUNE 24, 2009 (Zenit.org).- The Vatican confirmed today Benedict XVI will 
receive in audience U.S. President Barack Obama next month.

The meeting, set for the afternoon of July 10, will be the first between the Pontiff and the new 
president.

Obama's Vatican visit will take place within the context of his participation in the Group of Eight 
summit, which will be held July 8-10 in L'Aquila, Italy.

Jesuit Father Federico Lombardi, director of the Vatican press office, said to reporters today that 
"Benedict XVI is open to receive the president of the United States during the afternoon of July 
10."

The decision to set the meeting for the afternoon, which breaks protocol for papal audiences, is due 
to the president's tight schedule.
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