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This spectacular jellyfish inhabits the water of the Great Barrier Reef off Lizard Island, Queensland, Australia. (Gary Cranitch, Queensland
Museum)

The beauty, wonder, and importance of marine life are hard to overstate, Poiner added. “All surface
life depends on life inside and beneath the oceans. Sea life provides half of our oxygen and a lot of
our food and regulates climate. We are all citizens of the sea. And while much remains unknown,
including at least 750,000 undiscovered species and their roles, we are better acquainted now with
our fellow travelers and their vast habitat on this globe.”

A new species, the kelp Aureophycus aleuticus (Max K. Hoberg, Institute of Marine Science, University of Alaska Fairbanks)

Begun in 2000, the Census (www.coml.org) grew to a $650 million global exploration, involving over
670 institutions and more than 10 times the original 250 collaborators. The Census reached its total
of 17 projects in 2005.

More than 300 leaders of the Census group are meeting Oct. 4 through 7 in London at the Royal
Institution of Great Britain, the Royal Society, and Natural History Museum to share the results and
discuss their implications.

The directory establishes a baseline through which future damage to or restorations of marine
ecosystems can be gauged, researchers said.

The project also generated an array of beautiful photographs of sea creatures, some of them new to
science.
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