Key global climate talks
begin in Copenhagen

By Hilary Whiteman, CNN
December 7, 2009 -- Updated 1327 GMT (2127 HKT)
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Delegates arrive at the summit building in Copenhagen as talks get under way.

STORY HIGHLIGHTS

15th meeting of the Conference of Parties begins Monday in Copenhagen

Yvo de Boer, U.N. chief on climate talks, says nations must act now

° World's biggest emitters are the U.S. and China
o Watch Global Warming: Trick or Truth? on tonight's Campbell Brown, 8 p.m. ET
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Watch "Trick or Truth..." a look at how stolen e-mails on climate change are impacting the global
warming conference on tonight's Campbell Brown, 8 p.m. ET
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(CNN) -- The drumbeat rousing world leaders to action on climate change is fading out as delegates
get down to the business of negotiating a global deal at climate talks in Copenhagen.

Almost 100 heads of state have confirmed they will attend the 15th meeting of the Conference of
Parties, or COP15, which begins Monday in the Danish capital.

The summit is testing the capacity limits of the Bella Center, a sprawling conference building outside
the city center where the talks are being held.

More than 34,000 people have applied to attend the meetings -- more than double the number
allowed to be in the center at any one time.

Non-government organizations have been told some of their members will have to wait outside,
while registration has closed early for journalists after 3,500 applied for access.

Speaking at a "curtain-raiser" press conference on Sunday, Yvo de Boer, Executive Secretary of the
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCC), said: "Time is up."

"Over the next two weeks government have to deliver a strong and long term response to the
challenge of climate change."

He said the level of commitment so far from developing and developed countries to reduce their
emissions was "unprecedented."

"Never in the 17 years of climate change negotiations have so many different nations made so many
firm pledges together," he said.
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Video: From peanut shells to energy
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Video: Indonesia's climate crisis

On the sidelines, controversy over a series of e-mails stolen from the UK's University of East Anglia's
Climatic Research Unit (CRU) is igniting debate in some quarters over the extent of climate change.
The emails were seized upon by those who have questioned the evidence that the earth's climate is

significantly warming and that human burning of fossil fuels is a significant contributor to that
warming trajectory.

De Boer said he welcomed the scrutiny that some have called "Climategate" has brought upon the
issue.

"l actually think it's very good that what is happening has been critically addressed in the media. This
process has to be based on solid science. If the integrity of the science is being called into question

that needs to be examined," he added.
"Over the next two weeks government have to deliver a strong and long term response to the challenge of climate

change."
--Yvo de Boer, Executive Secretary of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change

The head of the East Anglia Climate Research Unit, Professor Phil Jones, has stepped down while
an independent review is conducted into the affair.

De Boer said successive reports from the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, the most
recent of which was released in 2007, made it clear that man-made climate change was a global
threat.



Those IPCC reports are based on many thousands of climate measurements examined by climate
scientists from more than 100 countries.

"This is not the first report from the IPCC. It's the fourth report and it's consistent in the trend."

"l do not believe that there is any process anywhere out there that is that transparent," he added.

In the last two weeks, the world's biggest emitters -- the U.S. and China -- have quantified their
proposed cuts in carbon emissions and intensity.

The U.S. has said it will cut carbon emissions by 17 percent on 2005 levels by 2020. That equates to
a cut of just four percent on 1990 levels, the baseline used by most other countries.

China announced a "notable" commitment of a 40 percent to 45 percent cut in carbon intensity on
2005 levels by 2020. Carbon intensity is a measurement of emissions per unit of gross domestic
product.

While De Boer welcomed President Obama's decision to reshuffle his schedule to attend the end of
the talks, he made it clear he expected the U.S. to come to the talks with a firm emissions target and
financial contribution.

Firm funding commitments from developed countries for developing countries is seen as vital to
reaching an agreement in Copenhagen.

UNFCC is seeking $10 billion each year in 2010, 2011 and 2012 before the figures rise sharply.

"By 2020 and 2030 we're going to need much more significant sums -- to deal with mitigation and
adaptation," De Boer said.

In the next two weeks, he said countries must agree on three layers of action: Fast action to mitigate
and adapt to climate change from 2010, "ambitious" commitment to cut and limit carbon emissions
and a long-term "shared" vision for a "low-emissions future for all."

"l know two things for sure: There will be many more steps on the road to a safe climate future but
also few turning points. And Copenhagen must be such a turning point," de Boer said.



