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Suriname urges speedy creation of UN-backed climate
change adaptation fund

President of Suriname Desiré Delano Bouterse

23 September 2011 —

Suriname has urged the international community to move quickly to create the United Nations-
backed climate change adaptation fund to support vulnerable developing countries that risk
losing their peoples’ livelihoods to the effects of climate change.

“Our understanding of the climate change suggests that our planet will undergo considerable
changes over the next 50 years, impacting all areas of society,” President Desiré Delano Bouterse
told the General Assembly.

“For Suriname and its low-lying coastline, this means a vulnerable exposure to a rising sea level,
risking inundation of our fertile soil and fresh water reservoirs.” An estimated 80 per cent of the
South American country’s population lives in coastal areas.

The climate change adaptation fund was established by the Parties to the UN Framework
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) to finance concrete adaptation projects and
programmes in developing countries.

Mr. Bouterse also stressed that the upcoming Conference of Parties to UNFCCC in Durban,
South Africa, must reach concrete agreement on limiting emissions of the harmful greenhouse
gases that are blamed for global warming.
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“We owe this to our present and future generations. We call upon parties concerned to reach
agreement,” he said.
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